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May 5, 2017

TO: Mary Gansberg- DNR
FROM: Fred Christ-Lake De Neveu Water Management Co-Chair
RE: Lake De Neveu Form 3200-4A and additional information regarding Treatment

Hi Mary,
Thanks for your concern and reminder to complete the information that you had requested. 
Several of us were out of state for an extended period of time and were unable to complete the 
form. I will be expanding some of the descriptions in each area for a better understanding of 
our efforts.
SECTION II-see attached maps
#1 Swimming
The lake has many areas for swimming.  From shore and piers, in deeper areas people may 
only swim out 100’ or so.  In other areas where it stays shallow longer they could go out 400’ 
or more.  Many boats will park out on all areas of the lake and swim.  As many as 15 boats will 
on occasion park on the shallow sandbars and swim in areas that may extend beyond 400 ‘. 
Many pets also swim in the lake. It is possible that toxic algae could injure or kill them if 
consumed.  At times the algae is so thick that no swimming, fishing, or allowing animals near 
the water occurs.  We would prefer to treat before it the algae is really bad but current rules 
make that difficult.
#2 Fishing
Lake De Neveu is only about 80 acres.  Being so small, all areas of our lake are fished both 
from piers and boats.  We treat only algae around the landowner’s shorelines and swimming 
areas and no vegetation anywhere on the lake at any time.
#3 Hunting
Hunting is minimal on the lake and in most cases, is only done in areas that are not treated for 
algae.
#4 Boating/Navigation
We have many types of boating on the lake.  This includes sailing, waterskiing, pontooning, 
fishing, pleasure boating, jets skiing, paddle boating, kayaking, canoeing, and paddle boarding.
#5 Aesthetic
The smell of the algae is very offensive and triggers allergies in many people.  In addition, in 
fall many geese migrate through and seagulls from feeding in fields create waste , which also 
smells and creates algae and vegetation growth.  
#6 Other

SECTION III
#1 Fisheries
We have worked with the DNR in the past and placed over 200 fish cribs in the lake to improve 
the structure for fish protection.  We will be continuing to add additional fish cribs. Your 
records will indicate where most of them are located.  We also do not treat for weeds, which 
gives fish much more protection in summer.  We also stock fish and minnows and our Lake 
Association lake management and fish committee have studied the impact over many years.  
All at our own expense.
#2 Wildlife
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Wildlife is primarily present in designated areas that we do not treat for algae.
#3
We have and continue to worked with the DNR and Aquatic Biologists.  I, along with many 
others have been on the lake for over 40 years.

Section IV-Cause of problem
A and B Runoff
We have worked with the local farms to change any livestock runoff from entering the lake, 
which they have done many years ago now.  Over several years, the watershed in our area has 
been drastically changed.  Water and runoff that flowed elsewhere is now funneled into our 
lake and destroying it.  This was done as a result of the Township and County allowing the 
construction of roads and housing developments that dramatically altered the watershed.  
Pathways of waterflow were allowed to be filled in and stopped the natural runoff locations.  
At the time much of it was constructed, watershed evaluations and ramifications of such 
changes were not studied.  On average, many times a year we have flooding and watershed 
runoff problems destroying the lake.  This has all been confirmed by East Central Wisconsin 
Reginal Planning commission which was hired by the township of Empire in 2015 and now 
has moved up to the County and State including the DNR to determine a correction.
C and D Sewage treatment/Septic
As a result of our constant efforts to maintain a clean lake, the landowners around the lake 
agreed to install a sewer systems.  We now have our own Sanitary district and a very active 
Lake Association and Lake Board.  Within our Board we have committees that dedicate 
themselves to water and fish management.
E Runoff from Fertilized lawns
Our lake Board and Lake Association is constantly educating the land owners to be aware of 
this and other problems.  Most, if not all now do not fertilize anywhere near the lake.  We have 
also promoted buffer zones and educated them to not blow grass into the water when cutting.  
Things such as dog waste, leaves and fire ashes near water is also discouraged. 
F and G Sediments from past pollution and naturally fertile
During the installation of the sewer systems, a major rain event occurred.  A great deal of dirt 
was washed into the lake.  Worse yet, with the alteration of the watershed, every year we 
accumulate more nutrients from the massive runoffs.  This year alone we have had at least 3 

events with the first one around January 20th.  Natural fertilization of dead leaves, weeds, fish, 
geese and other wildlife is always naturally present adding to the problems.  We as an 
association do a great deal to remove old leaves and weeds and to assist in keeping the lake 
clean.
H Other
We have boats of all sizes on the lake.  When boats get in by a shallow area, they stir up 
sediments from the bottom.  If too close to shore their wakes disrupt shorelines washing in 
sediment and nutrients.  We are constantly educating people on these issues to discourage these 
practices and prevent water problems.

SECTION V SOLUTIONS
#1 Level of short term control
We do not treat plants therefore less than 70% is applicable if at all.  We only treat algae and 



only when necessary. We use only chelated or complex copper when treatment is necessary.
Click on the link below. (it may take some time to load)
“Understanding the Fate and Effects of Copper Pesticides in Aquatic Systems”

http://file.scirp.org/pdf/GEP_2016050616275441.pdf

#2 Which Plants to remove
Again, we do not treat any plants and only manually remove plants that are a navigation or 
safety hazard around piers. We constantly monitor for nonnative species.  We also hand harvest 
Purple Loosestrife and Phragmites.
#3-How often
We do not chemically treat any weeds. Harvesting is used when weeds prevent navigation from 
around piers and swimming areas which creates safety problems.  All other weeds remain in 
the lake for nutrient consumption and fish habitat.  Harvesting is done 1-3 times a year as 
needed.
#4 What long term control alternatives Implemented.
Our Association and Lake board has implemented a long-term plan to constantly monitor lake 
plant growth and types of weeds.  Our lake water management committee has and continues 
this practice constantly.  We use the DNR and aquatic biologists to assist us.  If we suspect 
invasive species such as eurasian milfoil, we have it tested. We monitor and test for 
phosphorus from approximately 7 locations and all at our own expense. This year’s budget will 
include testing for copper.
 We also monitor the lake several times a year for oxygen levels, clarity etc. and report results 
on our lake association website. We are a participant in the Wisconsin DNR citizen’s lake monitoring 
program. (for the last six years). We test Lake deNeveu water four times a year and enter the results on the DNR 
website.

 
Our association has formed a Sanitary District #1 of Empire.  By installing and hooking up to a 
sewer system among other practices, we are again doing as much as possible to keep our lake 
in good condition.
OTHER
Our primary problem is the watershed changes from past construction, creating massive 
flooding , Algae and weeds.  This is why we need the algae treatment.  We totally understand 
that this is just a bandage approach to the watershed problem but necessary for the ability to 
use the lake and allow the vegetation to do its job.  We are very conservative on treatments and 
only treat 0-2 times a year.  On average only once.  Our lake management team monitors the 
lake to determine if and when it is necessary if at all.  IMPORTANT- We determine when the 
algae are not just creating a blanket on top of the water but when the vegetation is so coated it 
can’t grow or do its job to suck up the nutriments.  So far in each case we treated, the timing 
was good, the plants returned to health and could then do their job.  No additional treatment 
was then necessary as we only do this when truly needed.  When we do treat, we use a chelated 
copper treatment for little or no copper buildup.  In studies by many, most lakes that use this 
type of treatment have little or no copper buildups. (see attached)
Our primary problem is the change to the watershed area feeding into Lake De Neveu. For 
many years, our lake association and board have been working with many government 
agencies to resolve this issue.



LINKS below. (these links may take some time to load)

<1> Click below on the link to slide presentation: Hy 45 Runoff Lake De Neveu
NOTE: click on "Present" in the upper right corner to run the show which includes pictures and movies:
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wCPE2VLqLqrwCbmvA8OqsLF6qPq7euzxlOiprsX-
w2Q/edit - slide=id.p
<2> Click below on the link to Lake De Neveu  Flood River:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0M8GlfujRfY

Summary of contacted government agencies that have been on site and toured the problem 
areas over the last 8 years.

• State of Wisconsin senate and representatives
• Fond du Lac County
• Town of Empire
• DNR
• DOT
• Department of Agriculture
• County Highway Department
• East Central Wisconsin Planning Commission
• Dept. of Public Works
• Town of Empire Sanitary District

A project to resurface and construct new areas of Highway 45 by the lake really kicked this in 
gear.  The plan is to put in new culverts with the project that will just make the watershed 
flooding problem worse.
After all of the above government agencies observed this problem, a study to confirm our 
findings by the town Of Empire was initiated.  The Agency used was East Central Wisconsin 
Regional Planning Commission.  The study was completed in July of 2015 and confirmed our 
findings.  We then escalated this up to the Fond du lac County Executive Allen Buechel.  
July 28 2016 and subsequent meetings-Recognizing this as a major problem, Allen called a 
meeting together of all that may be involved for opinions and help.  This included the State of 
Wisconsin along with all of the agencies listed above.  6 DNR representatives were present.  
After a long discussion, it was determined that something must be done to prevent the lake 
from further destruction. A County budget item was added for engineering. A bid was created 
with help from the DNR and others above.  It was then awarded.  Tours were given to the 
engineering firm in November.  They are currently working on solutions to help resolve the 
problems. There is much work to do yet.
We also incorporate retention ponds if and where it’s possible. 
A week ago, we had our Lake association annual meeting.  Our full board meets at least 4 
times a year and the water management committee almost weekly. We educate the lake owners 
on all of the issued listed in this document.  We work hundreds of hours a year on the lake 
issues to accomplish all that you have read.
Thanks to you and your team for all of your concerns and assistance to help keep our lake 
clean.
We very much appreciate your willingness to provide a plant study for the lake.
Please feel free to contact us if you have any further questions



Thank You
Fred Christ
Water management Co-Chair
920 923-3311
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